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ESTIMATION OF FRACTIONS
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Objective: Estimate fractions as close to 0, > orl

Round off the numbers in Column A. Look for the answer in Column B.
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Study and Learn

Estimating fractions is not entirely new to you.

a. Look at the number line below.
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Which fractions are close to O, > or 1?

1 2
= — and F are close to 0. The numerators 1 and 2 are very small

7
compared to the denominator.

3 4 1 i .
= — and — are close to > The numerator 3 is about half of 7. 4 is more

7
than half but not nearly equal to 7.
5 6 . .
. F and 7 are close to 1. Their numerator and denominator are nearly

equal. 5and 6 are nearly equal to 7.

b. Let’s try another example.
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12 3 4 7
9 9 9 9 9

=  Which fractions are close to 0? Why?

12 3
3’0 and 9 are close to 0. The numerators 1, 2 and 3 are very small

compared to the denominator 9.
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=  Which fractions are close to E? Why?

45 6 1

99 and 9 are close to 2 The numerator 4 is about half the
denominator 9. The numerators 5 and 6 are more than half but not nearly
equal to the denominator 9.

=  Which fractions are close to 1? Why?

8
9 and 9 are close to 1. The numerators 7 and 8 are nearly equal to the

denominator.

c. Let’s try estimating without using a number line.

2 . .
" 3 is close to 1 because 2 is nearly equal to 3.

3 . .
" 10 is close to 0. The numerator 3 is very small compared to the

denominator 10.

5 1
= — jscloseto —. Why?
8 - Y

. . . . 1
Using the number line tell which fractions are close to O, > orl.

<= : : : : i =
o 1 2:3 4 5
5 5'5 5 5
1. is close to 0. The numerator is very small compared to the
denominator 5.
1
2. are close to 5 The numerators are are about half the

denominator.
3. is close to 1. The numerator is nearly equal to the denominator.




A fraction is close to:

= 0 when the numerator is very small compared to the
denominator.

1
= > when the denominator is about half the

denominator.

= 1 when the numerator and the denominator are
nearly equal.
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1. What fractions are close to 0?

) 1
2. What fractions are close to —?

2

3. What fractions are close to 1?




B. Choose the letter of the correct answer.

1. Which fraction is close to 0?

0 L b 8 o 2

" 10 "8 7
. 1
2. is close to —.
— 2

5 1 5

a. E b. g C. 5

7
3. —,§ and i are close to 1. Which else is close to 1?
89 10
2 5 2
a. 7 b. 7 C. g

Check your answer with the answer key.

If you get...
5-6  Excellent! You may now proceed to the next lesson.
3-4  You need to review the processes you missed.

0-2  You need to repeat the whole process. Ask your teacher or elder to
help you.
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