What Is This Module About?

Did you know that all people have equal rights? Whether we arerich or poor,
male or female, young or old, we all enjoy equal rights. No one has morerightsthan
others.

Did you know also that every right we enjoy has acorresponding responsibility?

It isimportant that you know what your rightsare. Thishelpsto ensurethat you
enjoy such rights. Asgoesthe common saying, “Fight for your rights!” Itisequally
important for you to know the duties and responsibilitiesthat go with each right.

Inthismodule, wewill study some basic human rights and the responsibilities
that go with them. These will be discussed in threelessons, namely:

Lesson 1 — The Right to Free Basic Education
L esson 2 —Wbmen’s Rights

Lesson 3 — Civil and Political Rights

ﬁ; What Will You Learn From This Module?

Inthismodule, you will learn about your different human rights. The exercises
and examplesgiven will help you understand the topic better. So please study each
lesson and perform each activity carefully and patiently. If you do, at the end of the
module, you should be ableto:

¢ discusstheright to education and its corresponding responsibilities;
¢ discusstherights of women and their corresponding responsibilities; and

¢ identify thecivil and political rightsof Filipinosand their
corresponding responsibilities.

After studying thismodule, try to apply the knowledge you havelearned in your
daily life. Hopefully, thiswill help make your life easier and more comfortable, and
will makeyou abetter citizen aswell.



Yl Let’s See What You Already Know

Before studying this module, take this simpletest to find out what you already
know about the topic you will study.

Choose which among the items bel ow are human rights. Put acheck mark (4) in
theblank if theitemisahuman right, and put an X-mark (8) if itisnot.

Examples:
4 1. Eachcitizenhastheright to haveafamily of hisown.
8 2. Every citizen hastheright to steal to becomerich.

Item No. 1 aboveisahuman right, so acheck wasplaced intheblank. Item No. 2
isnot ahuman right, so an X-mark was placed in the blank.

1. Eachhumanbeinghastherighttolife.
2. Every person hastheright to work or become employed.

3. Eachperson hastheright to free public education in the elementary
and high school levels.

4. If he/shewantsto, aperson hastheright to use and even sell prohibited
drugs.

5. Every employer hastheright to pay his/her employeeswhatever salary
he/shelikes.

6. Every person who commitsacrime should be punished by being
sentenced to life imprisonment.

7. Every person hastheright to choose any religion he/shelikes.

8. Every child hastheright to be protected against al kinds
of neglect, cruelty and abuse.

9. Eachcitizen hastheright to live freely and safe from harm.

10. All personshavetheright to own property.

WEell, how wasit? Do you think you fared well? Compare your answerswith those
in the Answer Key on page 25 to find out.

If al your answersare correct, very good! Thisshowsthat you already know
much about thetopic. You may still study the moduleto review what you aready
know. Who knows, you might learn afew more new thingsaswell.

If you got alow score, don't feel bad. This meansthat thismoduleisfor you. It
will help you understand important conceptsthat you can apply inyour daily life. If
you study this module carefully, you will learn the answersto all theitemsin the test
and alot more! Areyou ready?

You may go now to the next pageto begin Lesson 1.
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LEssoN 1

The Right to Free
Basic Education

Inthislesson, you will study about animportant basic right of children. Thisis
theright to be educated. Think of your family, neighborsand friends. Areall the
children ableto study?What about your adult neighbors? Werethey ableto finish at
least elementary and high school ? If not, then they are denied their right to free basic
education.

Inthislesson, you will learn more about the right to free basic education. You
will aso study some situationsinwhich thisright isviolated, and why this happens.

Below isaconversation between two friends, Noraand Myrna. Read what they
aresaying.

“Mareng Nora, your Pareng Nonoy and | really wonder how you areable
to send your three children to school. You only have your sari-sari store to
help you meet your daily expenses.”

“1 don't pay their tuition fees, that’swhy,” replied Aling Nora. “I don’t
even buy booksfor them. The school provides everything except papers,
pencils, ballpens and notebooks.”

“Good for you, but who paysfor the school fees?’

“Mareng Myrna, have you forgotten about the provision in our
Constitution?’

“What about it?" asked Myrna. “ Hasthere been achangein our
constitutional provisionsinthelast ten yearsthat I’ ve been out of the
country?’

“Noneso far. What | am referring to isthe provision for free basic
elementary and secondary education, which ensuresthat education in public
schools are free.”

“You mean you send your childrento public schools?’ asked Myrna.

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAUAV]
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“Yes, what'swrong with that? We have many good public schoolswith
very good teachers. Oh, Mareng Myrna, you have changed alot,” said Nora
withasigh.

“Mareng Nora, you' reso defensive. | didn’t meanto offend you. I’ mjust
wondering why someone who graduated from avery prestigious private school
sends her childrento public schools,” explained Myrna.

“Times have changed. It'sso expensiveto study in private schoolstoday.
Your Pareng Noel died early, so | haveto be practical just to be ableto send
my children to school. My eldest son is graduating from college next year. My
second sonisinthird year high school, whilethe youngest, little Joana, is
graduating from elementary thisyear,” Norasaid, asmilelighting up her face.
“If it were not for free basic elementary and secondary education, | won't be
ableto givemy children proper education. ”

“ S0 now you are beginning to appreciate the value of education! | can still
remember when wewerein high school. You alwayscursed Mrs. Cruz, our
teacher in Socia Studies, whenever she asked you to citeacertain provisionin
the 1935 Constitution,” said Myrnateasingly.

“Thosewerethedays, my friend. It seemsthat fate hastaught mea
lesson,” replied Norawith asmile.

A Let’s Review

Encircle the letter of the best answer.
1. Whatisthestory about?

a Friendswho have not seen one another for along time.

b. Theimportance of accessto free basic elementary and secondary
education.

c. Thesdituation that hastaught Noraavery important lessoninlife.

d. A comparison between private and public schools.

2. What human right isbeing discussed in the story?

a Theright of every citizen to free basic elementary and secondary
education.

b. Theright of everyoneto freequality education.

c. Theright of parentsto choose between private and public schoolsfor
the education of their children.

d. Therighttoliveagood and peaceful life.



3. According to the story, why isaccessto free basic elementary and secondary
education important for everyone?

a Education providesgreater opportunitiesfor animproved quality of
life.

b. Individualswho haveavailed of free basic education have
better job opportunities in government offices.

c. Educated people are more respected than uneducated ones.

d. Ithelpsparentsof low- and average-incomefamiliesto send their
children to school.

4. According to Nora, what does the constitutional provision on accessto free
basi c education specifically provide?

a Itprovidesfreetuitionfor pupilsand studentsenrolled in public
elementary and secondary schools.

b. It providesequal opportunitiesfor every Filipino citizen to avail of free
and continuing education throughout life.

c. It prohibits public and private schools from collecting tuition fees from
their enrolleesin the elementary and high school levels.

d. Itprovidesfor free education from kindergarten to college level.

5. What do you think would happen if all parents considered elementary and
secondary school education compulsory for their children?

a Eventhechildren of low- and average-incomefamilieswould be
obliged to finish basic education at least up to the high school level.

b. Parentswill not allow any of their children to enter college anymore.

c. Parentswill beforced to enroll in theformal secondary school.

d. Everybody will enroll in college.

Compare your answerswith those in the Answer Key on page 26. If you got all
the correct answers, very good! Thisshowsthat you have already realized the
importance of free access to basic education. We shall study in the next section the
constitutional provision that mandatesthis.

., Let’'s Learn

Article X1V, Section 2 of our Constitution providesthat “the State shall establish
and maintain asystem of free public education in the el ementary and high school
levels”

Idedlly, thisiswhat our government intendsto provideall the citizens of our
country. But because of our very limited national budget, it seemsthat the government
cannot respond to the educational needs of the entire school-age population. A report
on human rightsin the Philippinesin 1996 stated that some 2.1 million children of
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school age were not accepted into the formal school system in 1996 to 1997 because
of inadequate school facilities. About 26.45% of the country’s barangays still do not
have elementary schools. Most of us are thinking that one of the most pressing
problemsin education isits declining quality. In reality, thisisnot so, because the
most basic problem is access to basic education.

What do you think should our government do to solve the problem of shortage of
school buildings, facilities, teachersand even teaching-learning materials?

Discussyour ideaswith your Instructional Manager or Facilitator, barangay
officias, friends, or family members. Do they share your views? Why or why not?

Children working in the streets

L ook at the picture above. Study it carefully, then answer the following questions.
Hereisan example.

“What do you think arethe dangersinvolved in these kinds of work?’
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Oneanswer might be: “ The children shown in the picture may get into viceslike
drugsand drinking. They may also become prostitutes. Thismay happen because they
work near adisco house and they appear to be poor.”

Now here are the questionsfor you to answer:

1. Inyour opinion, why are many young peopleforced to work?

2. Doyouthink that the childrenin the picture still havetimeto study?

3. Childrenwhowork at an early age are deprived of what right?

4. Supposethat aperson wasnot ableto go to school when he/shewasyoung.
What are some of the difficulties he/she might experience as an adult due to
his/her lack of education?

5. Doyouknow of any government program that givesfree education to anyone
who wishesto study? Arethere any similar programsrun by some private
organizations? Give some exampl esthat you know about.

Compare your answerswith thosein the Answer Key on pages 26-28.

% | et's Remember

Every child hastheright to be educated. Therefore, every child should
have accessto free basic education in the elementary and secondary levels.
Being poor should not stop any child from enjoying thisright.




J. Let’s Think About This

Do you think children everywhere get equal opportunitiesto accessfree quality
education? Think of your answer before proceeding.

7 Let’s Review

Fill inthe blankswith the correct answers. Choose the answers from thewords or
phrasesinside thefirst box.

dream go to school or study prostitution bad people

work drugsor vices play

The Rights of Children
Even children haverights.

They havetheright to (1) , to have fun and enjoy their
childhood. But in our times, many children do not enjoy thisright. Instead, they
areforced to work.

Because they are poor, their parents force them to (2) . Because of
this, they cannot (3) . If this continues, they may remain
illiterate or ignorant all their lives,

If they work on the streets, children who do not go to school often face the
danger of falling into the hands of (4) . Thereisalso the possibility
that the children may become involved in (5)

| wonder, when can these children regain and enjoy their full rightsonce
more?

After answering the exercise, look at theright answersin the Answer Key on
page 28.



7% Let's Remember

The State has the duty to protect and promote theright of all citizensto
accessquality education at all levels. Therefore, the State shall take appropriate
stepsto make such education availableto all, especially by meansof free public
basic education at the elementary and secondary levels.

Ontheother hand, it istheresponsibility of every individual to enjoy his/
her right to free basic education in away that would not only benefit himself/
herself or his’her family but also the nation asawhole. Thisresponsibility
appliesequally to men and women, boysand girlsalike.

Inrelation to what you have studied in thislesson, you mawishto read
another NFE A& E module, titled Children’s Rights, which discussesin detail
therigtsof children.




LESSON 2

Women’s Rights

Areyou familiar with the rights of women? Do you know that women haverights
like men do? Do you know that women are, in fact, equal to men in most aspects,
except perhaps physically?

Sadly, thisisnot understood by many peoplein our present society. Asaresult,
women are often abused, discriminated against or treated asinferior to men. Thisis
very unjust. To correct the situation, we must first of all be aware of women’srights.
Then, we must help ensurethat theserights are enjoyed by women — ourselves (if we
arewomen), our femalefriends, family members, co-workers and acquaintances. This
iIswhat you will study inthislesson.

i Let's Read

Because I'm Only aWoman

Elena Cortez wanted to work as a “gasoline girl” in a station in
Novaliches. She was interviewed by the owner. Here is a portion of the
interview.

Mr. Perez (owner): I'm very sorry, Ms. Cortez. | cannot hire you for this
kind of work because it is for men only.

Elena: But sir, | can do the work very well. In fact, I'm used to doing men’s
work. | am very good at car repair and even in driving. | have successfully
completed the car mechanics trade test of TESDA. I'm sure that | can handle
whatever task you will give me in this gasoline station.

Mr. Perez: I'm really sorry. | cannot take you in. As | said, the work is for
males only. Why don’t you apply somewhere else? Maybe you can find
another work more suitable to a woman.
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b .
7Y A Let's Review

Answer the questions bel ow.

1. Whatisthestory about?

2. Elenahastherequired work experience and trade test certificateto work asa
“gasolinegirl,” but why wasn’t she hired for the job?

3. Doyou know of other examples of employerswho do not liketo hire
women even though these women are able and willing to work?

4. If youwereElena, what would you do?Why?

5. What do you think arethe reason(s) why thereisdiscrimination against
women in our society, particularly why employers prefer to hire men rather
than women in their companies?

6. Givesomerightsthat many women in our society do not enjoy.

Compare your answerswith the onesfound in the Answer Key on pages 28-29.
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'] Let's Read

Do you know that there are both international and national lawsthat recognize
women'’srights? Read about them below.

Women’s Rights

¢ TheUnited Nations Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against
Women proclaimed by General Assembly
Resolution 2263 (X X11) of 07 November
1967 asserts the principle of non-
discrimination and proclaimsthat all human
beingsare born free and equal in dignity and
rights, and that everyoneisentitled to all
rights and freedoms set forth therein without
distinction of any kind, including any
distinction asto sex.

¢ Article135 of the Labor Code of the Philippines statesthat: “It shall be
unlawful for any employer to discriminate against any women employee
with respect to terms and conditions of employment solely on account of
her sex.”

Thefollowing are considered acts of discrimination:

m  Payment of lesser compensation, including wage, salary or other form
of remuneration and fringe benefits, to afemale employee asagainst a
male employee, for work of equal value; and

»  Favoring a male employee over afemal e employee with respect to
promotion, training opportunities, study and scholarship grantssolely
on account of their sexes.

¢ ThePhilippine Constitution of 1987 recognizesthe fundamental equality of
women and men.

¢ Republic Act No. 6725, which was approved on May 12, 1989,
strengthensthe prohibition on discrimination agai nst women with respect
to termsand conditions of employment, promotion and training
opportunities.

¢ RepublicAct No. 7192 a so known asthe “Women in Development and
Nation Building Act” providesequal opportunitiesfor womeninal
military schools of the Armed Forces and the Philippine National Police.

YAVAVAVAVAVAUVAVAVAVE
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It also providesequal rightsin entering contracts and |oan agreements and
injoining socia and cultural clubs. Household managers can also avail of
social security servicesthrough their working spouses or husbands.
Morever, Republic Act No. 7192 ensuresthat a substantial portion of
foreign assistance funds be al ocated to support programsfor women.

Theselaws, however, haveyet to be fully implemented. Asof now, the systems by
which they areimplemented are still not perfect, and the government isrefining such

systems.

Weak implementation of theselaws may be attributed to thelack of awareness by
men and women of women’slegal rights.

g@’) Let's See What You Have Learned

Write Trueor Falsein the blank.

1.
2.
3.

10.

A construction company should not hirewomen.
A wifewho nags her husband deservesto be beaten.

Women inthearmy and inthe policeforce are alwayslower in
rank than their male counterparts.

Women are suited for the home only.

Working women in the Philippines should be provided with
safe and healthful working conditions.

Women are of alower class compared to men.
Women can be candidatesin elections.

Today, many Filipino women areleadersin thefields of
sports, science, politicsand in the film industry.

A true Filipino woman should always do what her husband or
boyfriend says.

Women, like men, also have theright to expresstheir feelings
and to do what they want.

Haveyou answered all the questionsabove? If so, compare your answerswith
thosein the Answer Key on pages 29-30.

If you got all the correct answers, very good! It showsthat you are already aware
of women'srightsand privileges. Now, read the Let’'s Remember section on the next
pageto further strengthen your knowledge about thistopic.
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¢ Itistheright of women to be given as much opportunity asmento find
employment. An applicant’s gender should not be used asabasisfor
hiring or rejecting him/her.

¢ Itisalsotheright of women to be promoted at work. Thisright suggests
that women can beleadersin any field they choose.

¢+ Women havetheright to be free from prostitution, rape, abuse by their
husbands and other actsof cruelty andinjustice.

¢ Women havetheright to good health in order that they can become
productive members of society.

¢ Women (and young girls) havetheright to education.

¢ Itistheright of any pregnant woman employeewho hasrendered an
aggregate service of at least six monthsfor thelast twelve monthsto
avail of maternity leave of at |east two weeks before the expected date of
delivery, and another four weeks after normal delivery with full pay based
on her regular or average weekly wages.

If youwould liketo learn more about women’srights, read the NFE A& E module
titled Fighting for Women’s Rights which discussesissues surrounding women's
rightsin more detail.

14



LESSON 3

Civil and Political Rights

Thislessonisall about the civil and political rightsof anindividual. It also
discussesthe corresponding responsibilitiesthat go hand in hand with theserights.

Let's Read

My Vote Counts

May 11, election day. Today, persons of theright age will votefor thelocal
officials of their choice. Hector isin Precinct 12, standing in a queue as he waits for
histurnto vote.

Rare, here' s 50 pescs. Vet anonent! | don't need
\tefar V11 eges! _ your noney. Ny voteis not =
- J - fosde

= = Z 012
§ f‘b\ _—/' /é/;/ A (
g 1 7 =
. =S = Z
- =K —
] \
\ —
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7Y Let's Review

Based on theillustration on the previous page, answer thefollowing questions.

1. If aperson hastheright to vote, does he/she also have theright to sell hig/
her vote?

Yes No

Why?

2. What would happen if most people sold their votes?

3. Inyour opinion, what responsibility goeswith theright to vote?

Compare your answerswith thosein the Answer Key on page 30. If your answers
aresimilar to those given, congratul ations! Thisshowsthat you already know the
importance of properly exercising theright to vote.

[ Let's Read

Read this dial ogue between two close friends.

H, Rta It’sgoodtoseeyoutoday. Gn

you pl ease | end ne one t housand pesos? Vé Azon, | onl'y have enough for ny famly. |

ranshort of noney and | needto buy rice suggest that yougotothe Myor. Heis

and ml k for ny baby. gi ving anay ri ce, canned goods and noney. Just
nake a promse that youw || support him

inthe conng el ecti on.
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7 Let’'s Review

Answer thefollowing questions about what you havejust read.

1. WhatwasAzon'sproblem?

2. What did Ritasuggest shedo?

3. Inreturn, what doesthe Mayor expect her to do?

4. 1f Azonwill follow Rita's suggestion, and everyone elsewill do the same
thing, what will happen to our society?

Compare your answerswith thosein the Answer Key on pages 30-31.

() Let's Study and Analyze

All citizens of the Philippines have theright to vote provided they meet the
following qualifications:

¢ They must beat |east 18 years of age.

¢ They must haveresided in the Philippinesfor at |east oneyear. They must
also haveresided in the place wherein they proposeto votefor at least 6
months before the election. Thisisprovidedin ArticleV of the Philippine
Constitution.

Theright to voteisnot enjoyed by citizensin al countries of theworld. There
are countries wherein people are not given the chance to choose their own leaders. No
electionsare held. The people have no right to voice out their opinion on how their
government should be run. They haveno influencein decision making. Thecitizens
aretotally helpless.
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We Filipinos, therefore, are very fortunate. We enjoy theright to vote. But
remember, every right has a corresponding responsibility. We are given theright to
vote, therefore, we must be responsible enough to protect and value thisright. We
should, therefore, choose the right per son from among the candidates. We should
not get involvedin vote buying or inthe selling of votes. Most importantly, we should
not allow politiciansto useus. Let usbevigilant. We should votewisely and
honestly. We should also respect all the rules promulgated by the Commission on
Elections (COMELEC) to protect the secrecy of the ballot.

J Let’s Read

Areyou familiar with the situation depicted in the picture below?

Wier e are you t aki ng ne? |
haven't done anything w ong.
A easel et ne go!

4
<

Mang Goryo has been arrested upon the order of the mayor because hewas
handing out el ection materialsin support of an opposition mayoral candidate.

Mang Goryo'sarrestisaviolation of hishuman rights. Ashuman beings, all of us
have theright to be free from arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. We also have the
right to afair trial and public hearing, and theright to be presumed innocent until
proven guilty. No person should be detained solely because of his/her political beliefs
and aspirations.

Yet, political and civil rights violations continue to occur, though not as often as
before. According to the 1996 Human Rights Report in the Philippines, therewere
184 political prisoners as of December 1996. There were also cases of involuntary
disappearancesaswell asmassacres.
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Thereis, however, anincreasein the number of human rightsviolationsby the
policeinthe course of their campaign against criminality. In fact, the police topped
the Commission of Human Rights' list of alleged perpetrators of human rights
violations. Theseviolationsinclude murder, execution, torture, disappearances and
illegal detention.

Read the comic strip bel ow, then answer the questionsthat follow.

D d you hear what
| vas onl'y handi ng out happened to Gryo? f@yolw” ??Jéllled
dectionnaterids. | have o a ongllne.
theright todothat. I'm ||| Feves arrested P00r1@)ryo. _They
i nnocent ! by t he nayor . ddnt_even_gve
Qryo was hmafartrid.

canpai gni ng for
the nayor’s
opponent .

1. Doesthemayor havetheright to have Goryo arrested for political reasons?

2. What constitutional right of Mang Goryo wasviolated?

Compare your answerswith thosein the Answer Key on page 31.
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%% Let's Remember

The Philippine Constitution hasthefollowing provisionsin Articlelll,
which identify the Bill of Rightsfor every Filipino citizen.

¢ Section 14 (1) providesthat no person shall be held to answer for a
criminal offense without due process of law.

¢ Section 14 (2) statesthat in al criminal prosecutions, the accused
shall be presumed innocent until proven guilty and shall enjoy the
right to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation
against him/her.

¢ Section 18 states that no person shall be detained solely by reason
of his’/her political beliefsand aspirations.

W Let's Learn

What we have discussed in thismodule are just afew of our human
rights. Thereare other rightsthat have not been discussed here. Thoserightsinclude:

¢ Theright to choose one'sreligion. Thisgivesustheright to freely practice
any form of worship or spiritual belief, provided we do not endanger public
safety or national security. It requires us also to respect other people'srights
to freely practice their beliefs.

¢ Theright to expressyour own opinion and to be ableto expressit freely.
However, thisright should be exercised carefully and, therefore, should not
be abused.

¢ Any person under investigation for committing an offense, who cannot
afford the services of alawyer, must be provided with oneto defend him/her
during thetrial.
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Let's See What You Have Learned

Read each of the following statements and tell whether it describesaright or a
responsibility. Write RT if the statement describesaright and RY if it describesa

responsibility.
1.

Anadecided to participatein the activities of the so-called “Born
AgainChrigtians.”

Mang Teroy readsthe propagandaleaflets of every candidateto
make sure that he chooses the right one during election time.

Elenacalled up theradio stationto air her views about the
performance of some of the leadersin our country.

TheAlliance of Concerned Religious L eaders met at the Liwasang
Bonifacio beforethey proceeded to Malacafiang to plan for avery
peaceful rally.

Mario sought the help of the Public Assistance Office because he
could not afford the services of aprivate lawyer.

Compare your answerswith those in the Answer Key on page 31. If you got all
theright answers, congratulations! You know now your civil and political rightsand
your responsibilitiesasaFilipino citizen.

Theserights, and many others, are stated in our Constitution. Every Filipino
should enjoy theserights equally, whether he/sheisrich or poor, man or woman,
educated or not. Thus, it isbut right that we should fight for our rightsno matter
who we are and whatever the cost may be. But infighting for our rights, we must make
sure to remember the corresponding responsibilities for each.
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Let’'s Sum Up

WEell, you have amost completed thismodule. Congratul ations! | hopeyou have
learned alot from it. Remember that:

¢+ Every Filipino, whether male or female, young or old, hastheright to access
quality education at al levels. The government hasthe duty to providefree
basic education at the elementary and secondary levels.

¢ EveryFilipinoisinturnresponsiblefor availing of his/her right to education
to benefit not only himself/herself and his/her family but also the nation asa
whole.

¢+ Women haverightsto good job opportunities, promotion at work, education
and good health, inthe same way that these rights are enjoyed by men.
Women also have theright to be free from prostitution, rape, domestic
abuse and other acts of cruelty and injustice. In addition, pregnant women
who are employed havetheright to avail of maternity leaves.

¢ Filipinoresidentswho are at least 18 yearsold have theright to vote.
¢ Everyonehastheright to his/her own political beliefsand aspirations.

¢ Everyoneisentitled to due process of law.

"y What Have You Learned?

Study the situations bel ow and then answer the questionsthat follow.

1.| Marcia, al5-year-oldgirl, isthe eldest among five children. They haveno
father, and their mother isfrail and sickly. Assuch, Marciaworksasthe
breadwinner of their family. She earnsmoney asawaitressin arestaurant.
Her younger brother, 13-year-old Edwin, also hel ps support their family
by working as a shoeshine boy. Both Marciaand Edwin work for about 8
hoursdaily.

AreMarciaand Edwin being denied some of their basic rights? Which
right, if any, isbeing denied them? Explain your answer.
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Donnaand Jun have been married for five yearsalready. They do not have
achildyet. At home, Donnagets bored because she doesn’t have much to
do. She has been pleading with Jun to allow her to find somework so she
can spend her time more productively. But Jun refuses. He believesthat
women should stay at home. Besides, he says, thereisno need for Donna
towork because heisearning enough to sustain them. Donnais
disappointed because shereally wantsto work.

Isdunright inrefusing to alow Donnato work? Explain your answer.

Felipe, abarangay official and arelative of the mayor, says. “Mayorsand
elected officialsare important people. They are respectableindividuals
who were duly elected into office by the people. They aso havebig
responsibilitiesand lots of work to attend to. As such, we must not get in
their way. We should always respect their decisionsand actions. They
alwayshave good reasonsfor what they do, and we should never question
them.”

All the peoplein theroom clapped and cheered after hearing this speech.
But Rodrigo was quiet. He disagreed with what was said. Hethought, if
the mayor did something wrong or unlawful, then surely, we should
protest!

Whom do you agree with, Felipe or Rodrigo? Explain your answer.
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Compare your answerswith thosein the Answer Key on pages 31-32. If your
score is:

0-1 You should study the entire module again.
2-3 Good! Thismeansyou have understood the contents of the module.

Here ends our module, my friend. | hopethat you have learned much about human
rights. Remember what Sarah Grimke, aleader in the struggle for women’sright to
vote, oncesad:

The most perfect social system can only be attained where the laws which
govern the sexes are based on justice and equality.

Let usall therefore respect the rights of women, children and all peoplein
general in order to have ahumane, peaceful and just society.
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Answer Key

A. Let’s See What You Already Know (page?2)

1.

10.

4 Articlelll, Section 1 of the Philippine Constitution states that “No
person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process
of law.”

4 Thelnternational Bill of Human Rights recognizesthe right to work
and theright to equal pay for equal work (Articles 22-27).

4 Based on the United Nations Human Rights Covenant on Economic,
Socia and Cultural Rights, every individual hastheright to free primary
education, and accessible education at all levels. Article X1V, Section 2
of the Philippine Constitution providesthat “the state shall establish and
maintain asystem of free public education in the elementary

and high school levels.”

8 Under Philippinelaw, involvement in the buying or selling of
prohibited drugsisapunishable offense.

8 Payment of wages or salaries should bein accordancewith thelaw in
order to ensure the payment of fair and reasonable wage rates.

8 Any person who commitsany crimewill be given thejust
punishment depending on the type of crime committed.

4 TheUnited Nations|nternational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rightshasgiven every individual theright to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion. Thisright includesfreedom to have or to adopt
areligion or belief of his’her choice provided, however, it does not
endanger public safety or national security.

4 The Law on the Convention on the Rights of the Child bans
discrimination against children and providesfor special protection
against sexual abuse, exploitation and all forms of cruelty and neglect.

4 TheUniversal Declaration of Human Rights providesthat everyone
hastheright to liberty and security. Everyone should enjoy freedom
from fear.

4 TheCovenant on Civil and Political Rightsstatesthat “ Every
individual or person hastheright to own, trade and dispose of their
property freely, and not be deprived of their means of subsistence.”
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B. Lessonl

Let’'s Review (pages 4-5)

1.

(b) isthe best answer because the story highlightshow Norawas
ableto send her children to school.

(a) isthe correct option since al Filipinos have theright to free
basic elementary and secondary education. Option (b) isnot
correct because it does not specify up to what level of educationis
free. Option (c) isalso not correct because the story did not say
anything about choosing between private and public schools.
Option (d) isalso incorrect since thisright was not discussed in
the story.

(d) isthe best answer because the story shows how thisright has
helped Norasend her children to school with her meager income.

(a) isthe correct answer, since options (b), (c) and (d) are not
included in our constitutional provisions.

(a) isthe best answer, since options (b), () and (d) are not likely to
happen.

Let's Try This (pages 6-7)

1.

Below are some reasonswhy many children areforced to work and
so they cannot go to school:

a Their families are poor and cannot afford the cost of school
uniforms, school supplies, transportation and other related
expenses.

b. They haveno parents.
c. Theschool isvery far from their home.

d. Their parentsdo not want them to study in school becausethe
children are needed at home or at work.

e. Thechildren havelearning difficultiesand cannot cope with
the schoolwork expected of them.

f.  Sometimes either the father or the mother is dead, hence the
onewho isleft with the children shouldersthe parenting
responsibility single-handedly. This parent may thusend up
neglecting hig’her children.

g. Parentswant their children to earn so asto increase their
family income.

h.  Both parentsdo not have permanent jobsto support the basic
needs of the family.
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I. Parentsaresickly and so they cannot afford to work.

J.  Some parents have anegative attitude about schooling and so
they would rather havetheir children spend timeworking than
attending school.

You may have listed some other reasonswhy children are
forced to work.

It will bevery difficult for these children to study because they
may have no more time for school. Most of their timeisdevoted
toworking.

Thechildren are deprived of theright to be given proper basic
education.

Adultswho did not finish school may encounter some of the
following difficulties:

¢ Difficulty infinding work

¢ Not being ableto help their children with their
schoolwork

¢ Difficulty infilling out formswhen applying for ajob or
filling out required government forms

¢ Difficulty inunderstanding and protecting their human rights
¢ Increasedrisk of beinginvolved incrimes
You may havelisted other reasons not included here.

The Department of Education, Culture and Sportshas several
programs which offer free education. Some of them arelisted
below:

¢ Elementary and secondary public schools offer free
education, although there are still costs (like those of books
and uniforms) to be covered by learners.

¢ TheNFEA&E systemisafreealternative elementary and
secondary education program for out-of-school youth and
adults aged 15 years and above from selected parts of the
country. NFE A& E learners have access to self-instructional
learning modul eswhich they may study alone, with friends, at
home, at work, or ina learning center at atime and place of
their own choosing. They may also avail of the servicesof an
Instructional Manager to help them if they experiencelearning
difficulties. NFE A& E learnerswho successfully take and pass
an NFE A& E exam will beissued an elementary or secondary
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certificate which is comparabl e to that received through the
formal school system.

¢  TheBureau of Secondary Education hasaprogram called Out-
of-School Adults (OSA) High, which offersfree high school
for adultswho were not ableto finish secondary level
education. The OSA program isimplementedinalimited
number of schoolsaround the country.

¢ The“Tuloy Ara” program of the National Capital Region
(NCR) providesout-of-school youth and adultsa chanceto
study academic subjects at the high school level in selected
NFE learning centersand schools.

¢ Project Effectiveand Affordable Secondary Education
(EASE) isaprogram of the Bureau of Secondary Education
that provides aternative high school education to students
enrolled in public schools who cannot come to school

regularly.

You may have aso listed other programsthat are not
included inthe abovelist.

Let's Review (page 8)

arwDdRE

play

work

go to school or study

bad people

drugs, vicesor prostitution

C. Lesson?2

Let's Review (page 11)

1.

Thestory isabout awoman who wantsto work asa*“gasolinegirl”
in astation but was rejected by the employer because sheisa
woman.

She was not accepted or hired for the job because the owner said
that thework isfor boys or men only.

Your example might be similar to thefollowing:

a Someemployersdo not hirefemale janitors

b) Someemployersdo not want to hirelady guards

c) Someemployersdo not hirefemalesfor construction work

Your answerswill depend on your experiences.
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| would apply at other gasoline stations. If they still wouldn’t
accept me, then | would consider other jobs. However, | would try
toinitiate acampaign against the discrimination of women. | might
approach our barangay chairman or some other local government
official who | think has some influenceto help raise the awareness
of employerson the equal rights of women and men in terms of
employment.

You may have other answersinyour list.
Somereasonswhy thereisdiscrimination against women:

¢+ Many people mistakenly believethat men are moreintelligent
and capable than women.

¢ Our society hasa“pro-macho” kind of thinking. We generally
prai se men and underestimate women.

¢ Many Filipinosbelieve that women should stay and work at
home.

You may also have other answersinyour list.
Somerightsthat women do not always enjoy:
¢ Theright towork inany job that shewants
¢ Theright to choose whom to marry

¢ Theright to make decisions; or beinvolved when thefamily,
office or school makes decisions

¢ Theright to expressher own opinions

¢ Theright to get elected in public office, which isgenerally
occupied by men

Let's See What You Have Learned (page 13)

1.

False. Article XI11, Section 3 of the Philippine Constitution
providesthat the state shall afford full protection to local and
overseasworkers, and promote equality of employment
opportunitiesfor al.

False. Article 6 of the International Bill of Human Rights states
that no oneisto be subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment.

False. Article 135 of the Labor Code of the Philippines states that
“It shall be unlawful for any employer to favor amale employee
over afemale employee with respect to promotion, training
opportunities, study and scholarship grants solely on account of
their sexes.”
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10.

False. Thisisavery traditional belief about women. Inreality,
thereisno law prohibiting women to work outside their homes.

True. Based on Article 132 of the Labor Code of the Philippines,
“The Secretary of Labor shall establish standardsthat will ensure
the saf ety and health of women employees.”

False. All humansareborn freeand equal indignity and rights.

True. Women also havetheright to vote and to be el ected during
any public election.

True. Women are asintelligent and capable as men.

False. Husband and wife have equal rightsevenin making
decisionsregarding family matters.

True. Women, like men, also have the freedom of expression. Men
and women areequal indignity and rights.

D. Lesson3

Let's Review (page 16)

1.

No. Itiswrong to sell one’'svote. When apersonisgiventheright
to vote, he/she should value and protect thisright.

2. Peoplewho areinsincere and corrupt will be elected. These people
arenot likely to have any intention of serving the public. Also, the
richwill begiven an unfair advantage and will most likely winin
el ections because they have the money to buy votes.

3. A personwhoisgiventheright to vote hasthefollowing
responsibilities or duties:
¢ Tovotefor thedeserving or worthy candidate
¢ Tousehig/her right by voting or showing up on election day
¢ Tovaueand nottogiveaway or sell his’her vote

Let's Review (page 17)

1. Azonhad nomoney to buy riceand milk for her baby.

2. Ritasuggested that she go to the mayor because heisgiving away
rice, canned goods and money.

3.  Themayor expects her to vote for himin the coming election.

4. From hisactions, the mayor appearsto be acorrupt official who

buysthe people svotes. If everyonewill votefor him, then hewill
stay in power (asmayor or asanother government official). This
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meansthat the people will be el ecting leaders who are corrupt and
dishonest. Asaresult, it isthe people themselves who will suffer.

Let's Try This (page 19)

1. Themayor doesnot havetheright to have Mang Goryo arrested and
put to jail for political reasons. Anyonewho isarrested should be
informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest and
should be promptly informed of any chargesagainst him. Thisisin
accordancewith Article9, Part |11 of the United Nations
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

2. Section 18 of the Philippine Constitution states that no one shall
be detained by reason of hisbeliefsand aspirations.

Let's See What You Have Learned (page 21)

RT 1.

RY 2.

Anaenjoyed her right to exercisereligious freedom and
worship.

Every citizen hastheresponsibility to think carefully and
choose wisely before voting for acandidate during election
time.

Elenaused her freedom of expression or the right to express
her views to discuss current issuesin the country publicly.

They enjoyed theright of the peopleto assemble peaceably
and petition the government for redress of their grievances.

When aperson cannot afford the services of aprivate lawyer,
itishis/her right to be provided with apublic lawyer who will
defend him/her inatrial.

E. What Have You Learned? (pages22—24)

Your answers should be similar in thought with the ones bel ow:

1.

Yesindeed, Marciaand Edwin are being denied somerights. Aschildren
or teenagers, they havetheright to be educated, but they are not
enjoying thisright at the moment. Instead, Marciaand Edwin areforced
by circumstancesto work full-time. Hence, they have no timeto study.

| think Juniswrong in denying Donna’srequest for her to work. Women
havetheright to work or to do what they please provided that they do
not harm other people or violate any lawsin the process.

| agree with Rodrigo. Elected officials, like everyone else, are subject

tothelawsof theland. They are not abovethelaw. Their position does

not exempt them from the law. When they commit any wrongdoing, they
should suffer the consequences.
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Aqggregate Collective; total

Arbitrary arrest The capture or arrest of a person by legal authoritiesfor no
legally valid reason

Compulsory Mandatory, enforced, or required by law
Declining Decreasing, deteriorating or becoming poorer in quality
Detention Imprisonment or confinement of aperson as punishment

Discrimination The act of treating someone or something differently based on
very general classifications such asrace or gender

Due process of law A course of proceedings carried out through rules or
devicesthat arein accordance with thelaw of theland

Formal school The socially recognized and accepted educational institution
through which citizensacquiretheir basic education

Grievance Complaint; cause of distress
Inadequate Lacking; not complete
Mandate A command or order

Massacre Thecruel act of killing many personswho are usually helplessor
unresisting

Per petrator Person who commits or carries out a crime

Queue A lineof peopleor thingswaiting for their turn to be attended to or to
proceed

Redr ess Compensation for wrong or |0ss; reparation

Shortage Lack of inadequacy
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